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Bloomin’ BIDWELL PARK 

an Online Guide to the Flowers of Upper Park 

A rriving in Chico in 1999, 1 was enthralled by the beautiful tapestry of spring flowers in Upper Park. 

I photographed them for my own pleasure, then for identification. With some help, through field 
trips with CNPS, and books, I could identify some of them. Completing my Master’s Degree and 
becoming a naturalist in Bidwell Park, I learned all I could and related that to others, some adults and 
many, many children. 

I created a website to fill the need for a simple, intuitive guide to the flowers of Upper Bidwell Park. My 
guide takes the best of Vern Oswald’s virtuosic Key to the Vascular Plants of Upper Bidwell Park (thorough 
in describing the plants as the Park was then), and a simpler guide like Peterson’s Field Guide to Pacific 
States Wildflowers. Many people don’t know how to, or don’t want to, key plants. So this devious key takes 
advantage of local photos and a smaller pool of plants to have people identifying flowers before they real- 
ize it. This work-in-progress by no means incorporates all of the 750 some plants of Upper Bidwell Park, 
but it includes most of the showy ones that get noticed. I’ll show some pretty pictures and tell some of the 
stories behind the flowers that make them more than just ixiodes (pretty faces). 

Jon Aull has an MA in Parks and Natural Resources from CSU, Chico. He has been a naturalist in Bidwell 
Park for over 10 years, interpreting and synthesizing geology, botany, ornithology, history, and the like, to 
further his understanding of Bidwell Park’s nature and sharing it with others. He develops, implements, 
and coordinates exhibits and educational programs at the Chico Creek Nature Center. He authored of the 
online flower guide <BloominBidwellPark.org>. If you see him on his belly examining a plant or looking 
through a pair of binoculars, ask him what he’s looking at; he’d love to tell you. 

Limnanthes douglasii subsp. rosea by Jon Aull 
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MOUNT HARKNESS SUMMIT 
LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK 

October 5 
Sunday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwys 32/99) in time 
to leave at 8 am. Bring light jacket, lunch, water, insect/ 
sun protection, money for ride sharing, and your Park 
Pass. For an alternate meeting place, call a leader. We 
will drive Hwys 32 to 36 for 65 miles to Chester in Plu- 
mas County, for a rest stop. From Chester we drive 12 
more miles to the trailhead. The last .5 mi of the road to 
the trailhead is moderately steep and has a washboard 
surface. The hike to Mt Harkness at 8046 ft elevation is 
shorter in distance than to other major peaks in Lassen 
Park. See great panoramic vistas from the peak’s look- 
out tower. The gain in elevation hiked is 1 246 feet over a 
1.9 mile trail. Hikers should be in good health since the 
8.3% trail incline is moderately steep. Leaders: Gerry 
Ingco 530 893-5123, Wes Dempsey 530 342-2293. 


Wes Dempsey and Gerry Ingco 
Co-chairs 


DEER CREEK TRAIL 
LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST 

October 1 9 
Sunday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwys 32/99) in time 
to leave at 8:30 am. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring lunch, wa- 
ter, sun/insect protection and money for ride sharing. Call 
leader for alternate meeting place. We will drive east on 
Hwy 32 about 38 miles to the trailhead at the Hwy 32 
Deer Creek Bridge. Starting at 3200 ft elevation, this is a 
shaded and gradual 1.5 mile hike downstream. We will 
have lunch by a cascading waterfall with an adjacent 
fish ladder. Big leaf maple, dogwood and black oaks 
should be in fall color along with Indian rhubarb, spice- 
bush, Sierra mint and California fuchsia. Leaders: Gerry 
Ingco 530 893-5123, Wes Dempsey 530 342-2293 

DRAKESBAD TO DEVILS KITCHEN 
LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK 

November 1 
Saturday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwys 32/99) in time 
to leave at 8:30 am. Bring a light jacket, lunch, water, 
insect/sun protection, money for ride sharing and your 
Park Pass (If you have one). Call leader for an alternate 
meeting place. We will drive east on Hwy 32 about 66 
miles to Chester in Plumas County. From Chester we will 
drive on local roads about 16 miles to the trailhead near 
the Drakesbad Resort in Lassen Volcanic National Park. 
At elevation 5640 feet the 4.2 mile round trip by trail 
to Devil’s Kitchen begins at the Warner Valley Camp- 
ground. Level of difficulty is moderate with a 400 foot 
gain in elevation. The trail wanders through meadows 
along lovely Hot Spring Creek and continues under the 
canopy of giant old growth conifers. Devils Kitchen fea- 
tures paths for viewing belching fumeroles, mud pots, 
and steam vents amid rock outcrops in a dazzling ar- 
ray of fiery colors. Leaders: Gerry Ingco, 530-893-5123, 
Wes Dempsey 530-342-2293 
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Executive Board Meeting 

October 15 - 7 pm 
Janna Lathrop’s 

530 228-0010 orjlathrop4mlc@comcast.net. 


President’s Message 

by Catie Bishop, President 

R ight now, writing this message, I 
am in Big Pine California. Jim and 
I are attending the CNPS Chapter Coun- 
cil (CC) meeting at the Sierra Adventure 
Center. The September CC meeting al- 
ways has conservation as its main focus, 
so all day we have heard presentations 
about what is happening on that front. 

Our Conservation Director told us about 
how CNPS is making input about the best 
places to site huge solar power plants being planned in the des- 
ert. Jim gave a talk about the international GLORIA project. A 
Fish and Wildlife branch manager talked about the pros and cons 
of modeling to predict where plants might be found in the future 
given climate change. Volunteers across the United States are 
contributing basic, but important, observations of plant phenol- 
ogy to track the biological effects of climate change. 

I am humbled by all the hundreds of hours people spend, many 
as volunteers, working not for money or glory, but for a healthy 
world for the future. These are ordinary people with families, 
jobs, and other interests who somehow find the time to work for 
a cause. I feel lucky to know them. But the CC meeting is not 
just about business. We get to visit with these great people who 
have become our friends over the years. We get to see beautiful 
places all over the state, and are introduced to new ideas that 
we can try back home. Those are big benefits of attending these 
meetings. They are open to all, anyone can attend, and add to 
the conversation. Think about it. 

October is also the start of our election cycle. This time of year 
we start looking for new people to step into our vacant Board 
and Chair positions. Right now the Rare Plants Chair and the 
Horticulture Chair are open. Contact anyone on the Board for 
more information. It isn’t hard, so please think about joining us. 

Toxicoscordion fremontii /old name Zigadenus fremontii ] by Jon Aull 


Legislative Notes 

by David Anderson 

NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL STRENGTHENED 

T he regular 2014 California Legislature session ended August 
29. Only 3 of the 6 bills supported by CNPS passed. AB 2402 
Noxious Weed Management has been approved by the Governor. 
AB-2104 Common Interest Developments: Water Efficient Land- 
scapes and AB 2193 Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Act 
(as of Sept 4) await his action. He has until September 30 to ap- 
prove, veto or allow them to become law without his signature. 

Among other provisions relating to noxious weed management, 
AB 2402 amends the Food and Agricultural Code to create within 
the Department of Food and Agriculture Fund the “Noxious Weed 
Management Account.” Sixty percent of the funds in that account 
will be made available, on a grant basis, to eligible weed manage- 
ment areas or county agricultural commissioners for the control 
and abatement of noxious and invasive weeds. To be eligible 
for grant funding from the Noxious Weed Management Account 
grantees must submit an integrated weed management plan. It 
is of special interest to CNPS members that such a plan must, as 
one of its goals, “Protect the biodiversity of native ecosystems.” 

AB 2402 requires the Department of Food and Agriculture to des- 
ignate and provide staff support for a committee to oversee admin- 
istration of the noxious weed control program. It specifies that the 
committee include an equitable number of representatives of many 
public and private groups, including “Environmental groups.” 

Although the noxious weed control program is designed primar- 
ily for the protection of farms crops and rangelands, it includes 
protection of native plants and ecosystems. 


If Governor Brown approves or allows AB 2104 or AB 2193 to 
become law, a further report on their provisions will follow in the 
November Pipevine. 




The Pipevine 


October 2014 


3. 


VOLUNTHR this Fall 

by Janna Lathrop, Events Chair 

T his fall we will have outreach tables for the Chico Home 
and Garden Show Oct 25-26 and the 1 0th Annual Harvest 
Festival on Saturday, November 8 at the Bidwell Mansion. If 
you are interested helping at either event please contact Janna 
at 228-0010 orjlathrop4mlc@comcast.net. THANK YOU. 


houhkamy ‘jmcacs© wyj 


by KarroLynn Yells, Hospitality Chair 

FALL GENERAL MEETINGS 

THANK YOU Janna Frazier for bringing such great peanut butter 
cookies to the September General Meeting. 

HORTICULTURE SYMPOSIUM 

THANK YOU all for your delicious contributions of COOKIES: 
Suellen Rowlison, June Watts, Letha Albright, Dorothy Glass, 
Ron and Kathie Coley, Bob and Arlene Coley. 

Many thanks to those hard working KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS: 
Susie Cunningham, Nancy Groshong, Janna Lathrop and Marion 
Weer. Without their help we couldn’t have been a success. 



BOTANICAL BOOKS 


by John Meehan, Sales Co-chair 

... Are you running out of space for your old books? 

... Are you no longer using that field guide to trees? 

... Have you moved on to mushrooms 
and have too many fern books? 

D onate your books for the Chapter’s USED BOOK SALE 
to be held at The WILDFLOWER SHOW in APRIL 2015. 
All books on plants, gardening, natural history and field guides 
will be welcome. Books donated to the chapter will be reason- 
ably priced and the proceeds will benefit the Chapter. Bring your 
books to the General Meetings from now to April or call John Mee- 
han at 530 894-5339. 


These businesses support the goals of the California Native Plants Society 
and offer its members a 10% discount. THANK YOU 



FLORAL NATIVE NURSERY 
2511 Floral Avenue 
Chico, California 95973-2511 
Telephwno/Hax: (530) JS92-251 1 
E-mail: canative@ 'shocking.com 



G order Design 

John Whittlesey installation 

Lie. #946191 Consultation 


530.774.4955 johYiccnd@gmaW.com 



discount applies only to plants 

1 367 Eoif Ave, Chico | 530-874.5410 | www.MognolioGandening.com 
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CNPS SEEKS TO 
DISCOURAGE INVASIVE PLANTS 

by SUSAN MASON, Invasive Plant Chair 


T he mission of CNPS is to conserve California native plants 
and their natural habitats; and increase understanding, ap- 
preciation, and horticultural use of native plants. CNPS seeks to 
minimize the negative effects of invasive plants on native flora. 
Invasive plants are the second biggest cause (after land devel- 
opment) for the loss of native plant diversity in California. 

CNPS relies on the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) 
for information on whether introduced plants are invasive and 
a threat to California’s wildlands. Invasive plants can be those 
that are native to other regions of the U.S., or plants that are 
generally considered to be weeds worldwide. Some horticultural 
introductions are also a major threat, becoming invasive when 
accidentally or deliberately introduced to wildland areas. 

The Cal-IPC web site (www.cal-ipc.org) contains extensive in- 
formation about California’s invasive plants and links to techni- 
cal information used to determine their degree of invasiveness. 
Cal-IPC collaborates with the California Department of Food & 
Agriculture, PlantRight.Org, CNPS, and others to study these 
plants and disseminate their findings. 

Recently, in two articles in the The Pipevine, the author seems 
to encourage the acceptance of some non-native plants in the 
landscape, remarking on their beauty. Specifically he was talk- 
ing about ox-eye daisy ( Leucanthemum vulgare) and chicory 
(Cichorium intybus). 


Encouraging the use or acceptance of non-native plants, espe- 
cially those that are known to be invasive or under study regard- 
ing their invasiveness in California’s natural habitats is contrary 
to the Mission Goals, and Policies of CNPS. These articles give 
us an opportunity to better explain our position and our practices 
with regard to non-native plants. 

Cal-IPC ranks ox-eye daisy as moderately invasive, noting that 
it “displaces native plant species, growing so densely it excludes 
other vegetation.” It is certainly not a plant that CNPS wishes 
to be seen as promoting. A Pipevine reader in Quincy wrote to 
me expressing his concern that residents in the Quincy/Meadow 
Valley area are digging up ox-eye daisy from wildland areas and 
planting it in their yards, thereby spreading it even further. 

Chicory is on the Cal-IPC Watch List because it is spreading into 
California’s wildlands; however, not enough research has been 
done to determine the extent of its invasiveness and impacts on 
native plants and plant communities. 

We can only preserve what we love about California’s wild habi- 
tats if we know and appreciate its threats. Invasive plants can be 
a subtle subterfuge to the diversity of native plants. Accepting 
their existence is hazardous to California’s natural environment. 


Deadfall Lakes, August 31 , 2014 
Woody Elliott reports “Wildflowers were present 
but mostly waning with a touch of fall coolness 
in the air as the wildfire smoke rose higher 
throughout the afternoon. Most pleasing was the 
Gentiana calycosa, Explorer’s Gentian, 
at Upper Deadfall Lake nestled below Mt Eddy” 
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CNPS EDUCATIONAL GRANTS PROGRAM 

adds two new grant funds this year! 

by JOSIE CRAWFORD, Education Program Director, CNPS 


n 2014, two anonymous donors set up two new awards for students 
studying our native flora! One honors Joan Stewart, recent chair 
J of the Educational Grants Committee and volunteer with CNPS 
for over 40 years in the San Diego and Alta Peak Chapters and the 
other honors Karen Callahan, rare plant chair and dedicated volunteer 
with the Redbud Chapter 


Each year students and researchers send in proposals by September 
30. The Educational Grants Committee reviews the proposals, scor- 
ing them on specific criteria set in the guidelines. Then the Commit- 
tee determines which type of grant is appropriate for each proposal 
funded and allocates the funds in late November, and announces 
the decisions at the December Chapter Council meeting. The funds 
available, number of proposals received, and the merit of the propos- 
als determine the amounts awarded. 


The CNPS Educational Grants Program was created in 1983 to award 
funds to students and researchers studying California’s native flora. 
The seven funds below were created and added to over the years 
through the generosity of several major donors, in honor of some 
of our Society’s most dedicated members and leaders. Five of the 
awards are endowed funds. In the 31 years of Educational grants we 
have supported more than 285 students and researchers. The vast 
majority are students. 

The Doc Burr Grants: One of the first Educational Grant funds, 
established in 1983, was the Doc Burr Graduate Research Fund 
to honor Horace K. “Doc” Burr, a founder and Fellow of the Society 
and director at large for many years. Doc Burr grants are awarded to 
graduate students conducting research that promotes conservation 
of California’s flora and vegetation. 

The Karen Callahan Scholarship Award: Established in 2014, this 
award is offered to students engaged in study and/or research relat- 
ing to native plant conservation, restoration, systematics, or ecology. 
Such study or research must be directed to plants that grow in Placer 
or Nevada County habitats. Preference will be given to: a) topics 
concerning rare plants or communities; b) students from Placer or 
Nevada Counties; c) students attending Sierra College; California 
State University, Sacramento; or, UC Davis. We honor Karen Calla- 
han for her extraordinary efforts over the years as a volunteer in the 
Redbud Chapter of CNPS — especially, her monitoring, protecting, and 
educating others about rare plants and rare plant communities. 


The Hardman Native Plant Research Award: Established 
in 1994, in honor of Gertrude R. Hardman, who was for years 
involved with the Botany Club of the Academy of Science 
in San Francisco, this grant was initiated by Doris Hoover. 
We offer the Hardman Native Plant Research Award for 
promising academic and applied botanical research involv- 
ing California’s native plants, especially rare plants. For this 
grant, we also welcome research leading to elimination of 
invasive exotic plants from the state’s flora. 

Natalie Hopkins Award: Established in 2007, by her fam- 
ily and friends, this grant honors Natalie Hopkins, lifelong 
supporter and mentor of women in plant sciences and 2nd 
president of the Santa Clara Chapter of CNPS. Natalie Hop- 
kins Awards are given to women students and researchers 
pursuing native plant studies. 

The Helen Sharsmith Grants: Established in 1983 by Carl 
Sharsmith, this award pays memorial tribute to his wife, 
Helen, the author of The Flora of the Mount Hamilton Range. 
We award Helen Sharsmith grants to students or non-stu- 
dents involved in research on California’s native flora. 

The G. Ledyard Stebbins Award: CNPS established the 
Stebbins Award in 1986 to honor Dr. Stebbins for his many 
years of dedication to the Society and to students of genetics 
and evolutionary botany. Each year one Stebbins Award may 
be given to a graduate student for an outstanding proposal 
for research in evolutionary botany. 

Joan Stewart Educational Grant Award: Joan Stewart 
has served California Native Plant Society in many capaci- 
ties for over forty years. A lifelong joy for Joan has been to 
mentor and to encourage students in their research. As part 
of her desire to support student research, Joan chaired the 
Educational Grants Committee from 2005 to 2014. The Joan 
Stewart Educational Grant Award, established in 2014, is 
an educational grant to be awarded to the student whose 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) grant proposal is 
deemed by the CNPS Educational Grants Committee to be 
an excellent research project contributing critical information 
necessary for the conservation of California native plant spe- 
cies and their habitats. 
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FRIENDS of the HERBARIUM 

California State University, Chico 

FALL WORKSHOPS 


October 1 1 

CALFLORA’S OBSEVER PRO: 

EMERGING BOTANICAL FIELD METHODS 

Learn to use Calflora’s Observer Pro Android application 
with CYNTHIA POWEL at cpowell@calflora.org 

October 1 8 

MEDICINAL BOTANY 

The science and chemistry behind medicinal plants, 
with DR. STUART WOOLEY, CSU, Stanislaus 

Detailed descriptions www.csuchico.edu/biol/Herb/Events.html 


4TH ANNUAL FALL PHOTO CONTEST 

CELEBRATE CALIFORNIA’S FLORA PRIZES and SHOW 

November 8 

ANNUAL MEETING of the Friends of the Chico State 
Herbarium. Special Guest Lecture “Exploring the Conifer Diver- 
sity of the Klamath Mountains and Beyond” by Michael Kaufman. 
More details on Chico State Herbarium website at: www.csuchico. 
edu/biol/Herb/Friends.html 


MEMBERSHIP 

If you have changed your . . . 

address, phone number or e-mail 
please notify Mount Lassen Chapter CNPS 
Membership Chair, KarroLynn Yells at 
530 534-3551 or karrolynny@att.net 

This will help eliminate returned Pipevines 
from the Post Office. Thank You , KarroLynn 


Keep up with MLC Activities 

on our website and Facebook 


California Native Plant Society, 
Mount Lassen Chapter 
and LIKE US 


facebook 


mountlassen.cnps.org 



Officers & Chairs 


ELECTED OFFICERS < 530 ) 

President CAT IE BISHOP 

cjbishop1991@sbcglobal.net 
Past President SUELLEN ROWLISON 897-0226 

suellen@garlic.com 

Vice-President JANNALATHROP 228 0010 

jlathrop4mlc@comcast.net 

Secretary ANN ELLIOTT 521-4402 

secretary@mountlassen.cnps.org 

Treasurer JOHN MEEHAN 894-5339 

johnmeehan64@gmail.com 

Members-at-Large 

HESH KAPLAN 961-9407 

heshelak@gmail.com 

PAUL MOORE 343-4287 

pmoore@csuchico.edu 

KARROLYNN YELLS 534-3551 

KarroLynnY@att.net 

RON COLEY 533-1238 

rcoley64@comcast.net 

WOODY ELLIOTT 588-2555 

woodyelliott@gmail.com 

OPEN 

SUSAN MASON 892-1666 

smason908@gmail.com 

WES DEMPSEY 342-2293 

wdempsey@csuchico.edu 

GERRY INGCO 893-5123 

genaroingco@aol.com 
Membership / Hospitality 

KARROLYNN YELLS 534-3551 

karrolynny@att.net 

Horticulture PAULA SHAPIRO 343-7440 

paulashapiro49@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor DENISE DEVINE 345-8444 

dsrdevine@hotmail.com 

Mailing MARJORIE MCNAIRN 343-2397 

mlmcnairn@aol.com 

JIM BISHOP 

cj bishop 1 991 @sbcg lobal.net 
WOODY ELLIOTT 588-2555 

woodyelliott@gmail.com 

OPEN 

CINDY WEINER 342-7645 

wildflowermaven@comcast.net 

JOHN MEEHAN 894-5339 

johnmeehan64@gmail.com 

ELLEN COPELAND 
copelande12@yahoo.com 

Vol. Recognition / Chapter Council Delegate 
CAT IE BISHOP 

cj bishop 1 991 @sbcg lobal.net 

Events JANNALATHROP 228 0010 

jlathrop4mlc@comcast.net 

Yahi Trail STEPHEN OVERLOCK 892-0635 

stephenoverlock@sbcglobal.net 

CCNC Gardens CLAIRE MEEHAN 

meehanclairel @g mail, com 


Programs 

Co-chairs 

Rare Plants 
Publicity 

Sales 

Co-chairs 


CHAIRS 

Conservation 

Education 
Invasive Plants 

Field Trips 
Co-chairs 
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Join Today ! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 




CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter new 

renew 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip Phone 

Email 


Send Membership Application to: 
CNPS 

2707 K STREET, SUITE 1 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-5113 

mountlassen.cnps.org 


Student / Limited Income $25 

Individual $45 

Family / Library $75 

Plant Lover $100 

Patron $300 

Benefactor $600 


September 

30 - Annie B Community Drive Ends 

October 

1 - General Meeting 
5 - Mt Harkness Lassen VNP 
15 - Executive Board Meeting 
19 - Deer Creek Trail 
25-26 - Chico Home &Garden Show 

November 

1 - Drakesbad Lassen VNP 
5 - General Meeting 
8 - Harvest Festival 
19 - Executive Board Meeting 


